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Good Miniſters will never be wanting to a Prince, who 
chuſes them for their ſuperior Parts, Experience, and 
Integrity; and who reſolves to ſupport them, as 
Henry the Fourth ſupported Sully, againſt Favou- 
rites, Miſtreſſes, the Cabals of the Court, and the 
Factions of the State. 
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have made Bee 5 of." 


8 
n may ſeem to apply it- 

i ſelf to your Lordſhip, to the pre- 
ſent times, or to the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of things; I have 
nevertheleſs determined to make 


B uſe 


wo 2 = 


is of it a 4 theſis upon whick 
"6 diſſert a little, in the following 
pages; perhaps, more to the edi- 
fication, than to the entertain- 
ment, of your Lordſhip. 
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My Lord, it is the peculiar 


Privilege of this country, and a 
privilege which we ſhall never 


forego, but with the laſt breath 


of our liberties, that we claim a 


right, not only of thinking free- 


ly, and of judging for ourſelves, 


in all matters of concernment to 


the ſtate, but a right of expreſ- 
ſing our thoughts, and (under 


certain reſtrictions, which de- 


ceney to the firſt; magiſtrate of 
A 5 this 


RE 
_ this country, and reſpect to the 

laws which parliament has eſtab- 
iſhed, may juſtly require) a right 
to communicate our ſenti ments | 
to the public, to giye out the a- 
larm where we ſee danger to the 
ſafety of our conſtitution, or to 
the peace and tranquillity of the 
kingdom. My Lord, we are fo 
far from regarding this freedom 
as a crime towards che publie, 
that we are taught from our in- 


| fancy to hold it as a duty to our 


fellow-citizens, | upon the. peril 
of living, in our own. eſteem, 
baſe, ſlaviſn, and degenerate __ 

tors to We cope 44118 
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Now, My. Lord, it ſo hap- 


pens, that public men are ſo 


cloſely connected with public 


tranſactions, that it is utterly im- 


poſſible to give our opinions a- 
bout the latter, without, in ſome 
meaſure, arraigning before our 


tribunal, the authors of ſuch mea- 
{ures as we either praiſe or cen- 


ſure, and involving them in the 
commendation or condemnation 

we think fit to beſtow upon their 
works. All this, My Lord, would 
be exceedingly unreaſonable, and 
7 improper, if we did not conſider 
every public perſon, whether ma- 


giſtrate or miniſter, actor or ad- 


viſer, as mere ſervants of the 


FiO ; 4 | 8 | 8 P ublic, 


+ bs ; 


public, entruſted | with whatever | 


ſhare of power or authority they 
enjoy, merely for the utility of 
the public, and therefore amen- 
able to the | public, for every act of 
their vicegerency. Do not, there- 
fore, My Lord, diſdain this ano- 
nymous addreſs, from one who 
pretends not. to the honour of 
your friendſhip. © That reſtleſs, 
buſy, doing, and undoing ſpirit, 
which we call ambition, has ren- 
dered you an object too impor- 
tant on our ſcene, to ſuffer you 
to lie unnoticed, even in your 
retirement. The trouble I am 
giving you cannot be totally un- 
ohh accep- 
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acceptable; for great men with 


to be drawn out to light; and 
,ord, when I beſtow 
upon you the appellation of great - 


_ neſs, perhaps "I may be brought 5 


to on, that for any thing per- 
onal, that diſtinguiſhes your | 
Lordſhip, you might well be ſuf- 


fered to enjoy the ſoft ſlumbers 
of obſcurity, yet ſurely, the bor- 


rowed lu 18. you are ſo oſtenta- 


tiouſly vain of, may juſtly claim 


our attention: we allow in truth, 


to the ſtamp upon the coin, a 


value which the intrinſic braſs 


would by n no means be entitled 
to. tb 


- My 1 chav are many things 
in nature, which, though the moſt 


powerful in their operation, are 
viſible only in their effects. 
Whirlwinds, tempeſts, earth- 
quakes, are not perceived till the 5 
ruin they ſcatter round prove. ſuf- 
ficient evidences of their power. 
Your Lordſhip rather ſeems to re- 


ſemble ſome of thoſe inviſible ge- > 


nii (not the genius of Britain) 
who, hovering about 1 1n darkneſs : 


” and myſtery, watch the occaſion 


to diffuſe their ſecret and baleful 


influence over a devoted country. 


How, My Lord, am I to addreſs 
you? as miniſter? No, My Lord: 
that burden you long ſince found 


your- 
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yourſ elf unequal to; and havin 8 


added to it by the weight of 


your own imprudence and indiſ- 


cretion, ſlunk from it, in a mo- 


ment of panic apprehenſion, leav- 


ing it be ſupported by ſtronger 


ſhoulders than your own. What 
then, My Lord, ſhall I call you? 


tte ablicated miniſter ? who, find- 


ing, at laſt, how little you could 


Hlll the ſtation your ambition had 


$ accompliſhed; like an imprudent, 


but honeſt friend to your 6 


your country, and, give me leave 


to ſay, to your own intereſt like- 


viſe, determined to draw back a- 


gain into the private ſtation, for 
which you felt your talents ſo 


much 


4 F 
much better qualified ? No, My 


Lord, even that character you 
have renounced ; 3. AS. indeed, what 


character have you not aſſumed, 


renounced, and then, as vanity, 
paſſion, caprice, or fear, has 
prompted, claimed and diſ- 


claimed again! Is there then no 


appellation in our language for 


this miniſter, and no miniſter; 


this adviſer without office or re- 


ſponſibility; this inviſible agent; 


terror to his country, and per- 
turber af the public quiet? Ves, 
m) countrymen, there is a name, 


not known indeed to our conſti- 


tution, though too often, and too 
C ſeverely 
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ſeverely felt in our hiſtory; it is 
the name of Favourite, ever hate- 
ful to Britiſh ears, and equally 
baneful to the ſafety and honour 
of the Prince, as to the proſpe- 
rity of the people. Since, then, 


My Lord, this, of all others, the 


moſt dangerous public ſituation, 


is, however, that which the mix- 
ture of raſhneſs and timidity, ſo 


ſtrangely woven into your nature, 
has adopted; ; give me leave to 
conſider a little, and to ſpeculate 
with your Lordſhip, upon the 


nature and office of a Favourite, 


and the ſucceſs which your pre- 
deceſſors in that ſtation have 


uſually experienced in this coun- 


try. 


Wl 
try. My Lord, If I was to give 4 
definition of a Favourite, I ſhould 
deſcribe him as a ſubject fraught 
with ſelfiſhneſs and artifice, who, 
abuſing the noble qualities of his 
maſter, to his own purpoſes, pre- 
ſumes to thruſt himſelf between 
the affections of the Prince and 
people. He is not the ſervant of 
the people, for he is the reverſe of 


every thing that is good to them; 


he hates, and is hated by them. 
He is not the ſervant of the 
crown, for he ſullies and abſorbs 
its glory. His pride aſſumes ho- 
mage to itſelf ; he affects to be 
the diſpoſer of graces and bo- 
nours, and to have all power de- 
C 2 pend 


75 pend upon | hi will. 


He flights 
and neglects his duty to his ſo- 


vereign in public, to demonſtrate 
to mankind his influence in pri- 
vate. He diſguſts all free ſpirits, | 
and finds pretences to remove 


every faithful ſervant from his 
maſter. He revenges his own 


; quarrels ih his maſter's name: 


changes friends 4 enemies with- 


Out r regard to his maſter* 8 intereſt, 


and gives the ſanction of royalty 
to every guſt of weakneſs or paſ- 
fion that riſes in his breaſt, He 
fills the court with new men, his 


relations and dependants He 
plays party againſt party. He i is 


tver treating, accommodating, and 
nego⸗ 


E 
fiegotiating, that, by keeping all 


men in ſuſpence, they may have 
their attention always fixed upon 
himſelf. He is envious of the 
glory of others ; reſtleſs, and de- 
firous of change; fearing always, 
that frequent acceſs to his maſter, 
diligent and faithful ſervice, and 
long continuance in office, may 
create à rivalſhip, and become 
dangerous to his influence. He 
is inſolent in his reſentments, 
faithleſs to his engagements, oſ- 
tentatious in his manners, and, 
to conclude, has a ſtile fitted only 


for the flatterers and ſycophants by 
whom he is ſurrounded, and from 
whom he receives all his ideas. 
Such; 


E 
Such, My Lord, is the picture I 


ſhould draw at full length, of a 
Favourite; and I believe it will 


be found to preſerve its reſem- 
| blance, with very little altera- 
tions, through all ages, and in 


all countries. How far your 


5 Lordſhip' s character, virtues, and 


qualities, will permit you to af- 


ſimilate yourſelf to it, you muſt 


determine with yourſelf, if you 
propoſe to perſevere in that ſitua- 
tion. I would however, before 


that reſolution is irrevocably fix- 
ed, take leave to adviſe your 


Lordſhip to caſt your eye, at 
leaſt, over our own hiſtory, to 


Tee whether it is worth your while 


to 


to take upon yourſelf ſo odious 


and contemptible a character, to 


diſgrace your Prince, and to 
trample upon your country, for 
| the reward which has almoſt con- 
; ſtantly | attended it, from the 
Gaveſtones and Spencers, down to 


Carr and V hoes, and the haſt 


example in the unfortunate Earl 
of Stafford. 


9 


ſtate of a country groaning under 


the dominion of a Fayourite? for, 


methinks, that ſhould be taken 


into the conſideration, however 


little weight it may have with 


you, in determining your reſolu- 


tion . 
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tion. My Lord, I will venture 
to ſay, that even were the Favou- 


rite diſintereſted, and well inten- 
tioned, which, from the nature 
of things, he can never be, even 


- then, the nation governed under 


his influence, would never flou- 
riſh. I ſay, a Favourite, not a 
favoured miniſter, and there is 


much difference between them. 


But, My Lord, when the Favou- 


rite is ſuch as I have deſcribed a- 
bove, and ſuch, I fear, moſt Pa- 


yourites will prove, to what ex- 


tremities muſt a country be re- 


duced by their folly and ambi- 
tion | All the evils that can flow 
from a diſcqntented people, a dif. 

1 7 guſted 


M 


guſted and offended gobiliy; and 
ag government deprived of ſtrength 
and vigour, muſt be the natural 
conſequence of his reign. Good 
ſubjects will ' retire far off, facti- 
ous ſpirits will advance; law will 
be perverted,” 1 Majeſty infulted,- 
diſcord fomented, till by degrees 
all order i is over-Born, and licen- 
tiouſneſs, anarchy, and confuſion 
| univerſally prevail. Far be the 
. omen from this country but if 
it ſhould ever come to paſs, ac- 
curſed be the hand through which 
che evil 1 is brought upon us. My 
Lord, your Lordſhip and your 
_ poſterity have now obtained a con- 
| FO property amongſt us; let. 
: DB. that 


— 


(8 }] 

that 1 leaſt prevail to intereſt Jou 
| in! the common ſafsty; and he⸗ 
lieye me, there arg no honours: or. 
acquiſitions you' can bequeath to 
your family, that can compenfate 
to them for the riſquing what they 
have already in poſſeſſion, by 
meins every thing into _ 


My Lad, to eds yon . 207 
quired, and leavę to them entire. 
the laws and conſtitution of a free 
country: you can bequeath to 

them no better n 35 


Y "BS your 8 hos 
prevailed over this kingdom not 
yet | five years, during which. time 

E 7 we 


we have * ot to your 
verſatile difpofition, if I miſtake” 
not, no lefs than nine Secretaries 
of State actually in . poſſeſſion of 
the feals, four Firſt Lords of the 
Freaſury, five Firſt Lords of the 
Admiralty, five F irſt Lords of 
Frade and Plantations, beſides 
thoſe appointments to each of 
theſe departments, which proved 
abortive, where circumſtances have | 
prevented your projects, when 
perfected, from being carried in- 
to execution. Such has been 
your Lordſhip's wiſdom, fyſtem, 
alid conſiſtenoy 1 It is poſſible you 
may imagine, My Lord, that the 
pabllc have no right to be inte- 
D 2 reſted 


t 20 1 
feſted in theſe chatiges, and that 


we are guilty of great imperti- | 


nence, in meddling with affairs 
that do not belong to us. My 
Lord, muſt 1 repeat to you again, 
that the ſervants bf the crown are 
the ſervants of the public; that 
they are appointed ſolely for the 
benefit of the public; paid by. 
taxes levied upon the public; and 


therefore that we have a right to 
expect that they ſhall hold or loſe 


their employments as the public 


good requires. If we ſhould try 


our various changes in the poli- 


tical ſcheme by this teſt, we ſhall 


be beſt . to decide the mo- 0 a 
tives 


- 


"77 he 


tives by which you = been ac- 


tuated i in webs doe 3 


"© 1 the 1 magnum 
of your life ſeems to have been 
what it is ſaid you wiſh. to have 
en graved upon your tomb, the 
putting a period to the war. But 
the merit of this meaſure, muſt, 
in my opinion, be determined 
principally. by the uſe you pur- 
poſed to make of the interval of 
peace. If, MV Lord, you meant 
no more by i it than to put a ſtop 
to the effuſion of Chriſtian blood, 
at the expence of much conqueſt 
and acquiſition to be reſtored, it 
was truly a very pious, tender- 
„ hearted, 


ment te yotr: in ſhort, to be ed 
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hearted, and go6d-natured enter= 


prize: if you meant by it to ſe- 
cure yourſelf in power, and to 


bring down your ſituation to your 
talents, when you found you 


could not raiſe your talents. to 


your ſituation z it was perhaps a 
N prudent action: if you meant 
then to abdicate your power, and 


to gain leiſure only for the play 
of making and unmaking mini- 


ſters, it muſt be regarded only ay 


& matter of paſtime” and amuſe“ 


rious, nothing/ ear make that 
peace deſerve the appellations; 


which, I'belizve;/ have juſtly been 
honed. * it, of a wiſe; 
Whale. 


(43 } 
whplnfowes; and necelary mes, 
ſure, but the being penetrated, 

with the diſtreſſes of this guntry, 
being ſenfibly alarmed at its dane, 
ger, and hinking evety day 2 
year, till an occaſion. was procu. 
red to ſtaunch the life · blond chat 


was flowing out at every veinn 


and by every means to reeruit that 
ſtrength, upon which the future 
exiſtence of this countsy muſt der 

pend. My Lord, if we examine 
into your conduct, fince that e- 
vent, will it not be natural to 
conelude that you had no mean 
ing in it at all; Veur Loxdihip, 
if 1 mistake not, had choſen to 
yourſelf the head. of the finances, 


for 


1 * ** 

for the diſplay of your abilities,” 
when you: diſappeared from your- | 
laſt oftenſible ſituation. | In that 
province it would have been na- 
tural to have expected from you 
the out-lines' at leaſt of that great 
| plan that was to ſucceed upon 
the peace you had concluded. © I 
cannot at this time recolle& one 
inſtance of your @conomical at- 
tention to our revenue, unleſs it 


be the ever-memorable cyder-tax; 
and that, I believe, you was ſo 
kind as to promiſe to repeal, at 
che time you was determined to 
withdraw yourſelf from the ſitua- 
tion of baing it any longer! in 
yur power. Since that time we 


have 


I 25 ] 


have heard of your Lordſhip on- 
ly as often as it has pleaſed you 
to interrupt the public. buſineſs, 
and to moleſt others in the exe- 
cution of thoſe plans which they 
thought eſſential towards the pre- 
ſervation of their country, and 
which therefore they have had 
the patience to make ſome pro- 
greſs in, notwithſtanding the hin- 
derances. you gave them, but 
which you have now at laſt pretty 
effectu ally defeated, 


My ry TR is all us 5 
. ſtrange ; ſcene to end in? Do you 
wiſh the ruin of this country? 
or does fate 27 us the greatneſs 
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we have acquired by paſt ſucceſ- 
ſes, and degrade us to our utmoſt 


bumiliation under your ſubjed⸗ 


| tion! Let Auſtria and Bourbon 


confederate together, let every | 


enemy of this country give the 
full ſcope to their reſentments ; 3 
Britain has nothi ng left to op- 
poſe them, but weakneſs, diſor- 


der, and dejection. What man 
will ſtand forth at this time, and 


under theſe circumſtances, | to 
attend the call of his Sovereign, 
or his Country! ? No man who 


bas the pledge of an eſtabliſhed 


, 5 reputation, will repoſe it in your 


hands, at your diſcretion ! A few 


young and unexperienced noble- 


* 1 


office, together with the dregs 
of a vanquiſhed oppoſition, may, 
indeed, be brought to truſt. your 


promiſes, to hold the helm they 
cannot govern, and by their weak- 


_ neſs to increaſe your power. But, 
My Lord, the grave, the experi- 


enced, the capable, the efficient, 


you have ſo effectually driyen 


from the counſels of our Sove- 


reign; you have fo happily ſuc- 


ceeded in ſowing jealouſies and 


diſcord ; and have,. with fo much 


artifice, weeded out,. one after 


another, every man whoſe ſervice 


could promiſe ſolidity | to the 
King s government, and. proſpe- 


E 2 rity 
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rity to the ſtate f that chinking 
men have now NO hope remain- 
ing. The important moments, 
in which our harveſt ſhould be 


5 gathered, againſt the ſtorms of 

winter, roll on neglected, and : 
are ſacrificed to your ambition.— 
Pereunt & imputantur. . 


What chen remains for us? 
Muſt we tamely periſh? Ts this 
oreat, glorious, and flouriſhing 
country, to become a victim to 
the caprice of one man, and that 
man a ſubject ? Is there no force 
left in the conſtitution to drag 
out this pernicious Favourite into 
light, and to emancipate our Sove- 

reign 


4 29 4 


regen und ourſelves from the 
ſhame and burthen of his yoke? 


I truſt there is that force, or our 
| boaſted conſtitution is a ſhadow. 
It is not, My Lord, the ſkulking 
at a diſtance, the thin veil of 


ſubterfuge and equivocation, the 


mean, little, paultry artifices of 
an intriguing ſpirit, i by which 
the juſt reſentments of an injured 
people can be long evaded. The 
grievances which are publickly 
known and felt, will not long 
wait for the redreſs of public, 
ſignal, and exemplary puniſh- 
ment. The grand inqueſt of the 
nation will not for ever be de- 
laded, and will know how to 

oppoſe 


; 
£ 2 
„ roam ban if +, : a £ 
oo PE TIE nn F 8 3 9— ""2 "14 * : 


[ 9 J 
ee boldeft, and to over- 
take the wiles of the ſübtleſt, of 
the enemies of their country. 
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Day our Lordſhi ip will perceive, 
tät 1 in all 1 have had the honour 


e 


to ſay above, 1 have touched only 


| Upon your public character. Your 


private manners, as well as the 


nation that gave. you birth, "nels. 


cher move my contempt nor ha- 
tred. It is to me equally indif- 
ferent in what amuſements you 


conſume. your leiſure; What is 
the turn of your converſation, or 
the colour of your complexion; 


whether you was born in Middle- 
ſex, or beyond the Tweed; what 


is 


"TY. 
is perſonal in your -Lordſhip, is 
below our notice; what - affeifts 
our welfare "_ we have a right 
to interfere in. 


# ©. ts 
1 0 


If any thing contained withds 
theſe ſheets, My Lord, ſhould be 
ſo fortunate to ſtir within your 
breaſt ſome faint emotion, whe- 
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